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I._THE PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION (ARMY). Award of the Presi-
dential Unit Citation {Army) by the President of the United States of America
to the following unit of the Armed Forces of the United States is confirmed in
accordance with paragraph 9-2, AR 872-5-1. The text of the citation, signed
by President Jimmy Carter on 24 Jenuary 1978, reads as follows:

By virtue of the authority vested in me as President of the United States
and as Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces of the United States, I have
today awarded

THE PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION (ARMY)
FOR EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM
TO THE
761st TANK BATTALION, UNITED STATES ARMY

The 761st Tonk Battalion distinguished itself by extraordinary gallantry,
courage, professionalism and high esprit de corps displayed in the accomplish-
ment of unusually difficult and hazardous operations in the European Thester
of Operations from 31 October 1944 to 6 May 1945. During 183 days in combat,
eloments of the 761st—the first United States Army tank battalion committed
to battle comprised of black soldiers—were responsible for inflicting thousands
of enemy casualties and for capturing, destroying, or aiding in the liberation of
more than 30 major towns, 4 airfields, 3 ammunition supply dumps, 461 wheeled
vehicles, 84 tanks, 113 large guns, 1 radio station, and numerous individual and
crew-served weapons. This was accomplished while enduring an overall easualty
rate approaching 50 percent, the loss of 71 tanks, and in spite of extremely
adverse weather conditions, very difficult terrain not suited to armor operations,
heavily fortified enemy positions and units, and extreme shortages of replace-
ment personnel and equipment. The accomplishments are outstanding examples
of the indomitable spirit and herolsin displayed by the tank crews of the 761st.
In one of the first major combat actions of the 761st, in the vicinity of Vie-sur-
Seille and Morville-les-Vie, France, the battalion faced a reinforced enemy
division, Despite the overwhelming superiority of enemy forces, elements of the
battalion initiated a furions and persistent attack which caused defending enemy
elements to withdraw. While pursuing the enemy, tanks of the 761st were
immobilized before an anti-tank ditch. Savage fire from enemy bazooks and
rocket launcher teams, positioned 50 yards beyond the ditch, disabled many of
the vehicles. Crewmen dismounted the disabled tanks, erawled under them with
their 50 caliber weapons, and placed withering fire upon the enemy positions.
"This resulted in the elimination of many of the positions and virtually destroyed
two enemy companies while permitting the eseape of other tanks and crews and
eventual completion of the mission. From 5 January 1945 to 9 January 1945,
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the 761st engaged the 15th 88 Panzer Division in the vicinity of Tillte,
Belgium. Suffering severe casualties and dumage to their tanks, the 761st
attacked and counter-attacked throughout the five-day period against a
numerically superior force in both personnel and equipment, and on 9 January
1945 the men of the 761st routed the enemy from Tillet and captured the town.
This action was significantin that the-enemy was prevented from further supply
of its forces encircling Bastogne, and the United States troops there, beeause
of the closing of the Brussels Bastogue highway by the men of the 761st. One of
the most significant accomplishments of the 761st began 20 March 1945 when,
acting as the armeor spearhead, the unit broke through the Siegfried Line into
the Rhine plain, allowing units of the 4th Armored Division to move through
to the Rhine River. During the period 20 March 1945 to 23 March 1945 the
battalion, after operating far in advance of friendly artillery, encountered the
fiercest of enemy resistance in the most heavily defended area of the war
theater. Throughout the 72-hour period of the attack, elements of the 761st
assanlted and destroyed enemy fortifications with a speed and intensity that
enabled the capture or destruction of 7 Siegfried towns, 31 pill-boxes, 49
machine gun emplacements, 61 anti-tank guns, 451 vehicles, 11 ammunition
trucks, 4 self-propelled guns, one 170mm artillery piece, 200 horses, and one
ammunition dump. Enemy casuslties totaled over 4,100 and of those captured
it was determined that the 761st in its Siegfried Line attack had faced elements
of 14 different German divisions. The accomplishments of the 761st in the
Siegfried area were truly magnificent as the successful erossing of the Rhine
River into Germany was totally dependent upon the accomplishment of their
mission. The men of the 761st Tank Baitalion, while serving as a separate
battalion with the 26th, 71st, 79th, 87th, 95th, and 103d Infantry Divisions,
the 17th Airborne Division, and 8d, 7th, and 9th Armies in 183 continuous days
in battle, fought major engagements in six European countries, participated in
four major allied campaigns and on 8 May 1845, as the easternmost American
soldiers in Austria, ended their combat missions by joiming with the First
Ukrainian Army (Russian) at the Enn River, Steyr, Austria. Throughout this
period of combat, the courageous and professional actions of the members of
the “Black Panther” battalion, coupled with their indomitable fighting spirit
and devotion to duty, reflect great credit on the 761st Tank Battalion, the
United States Army, and this Nation,

II._SILVER STAR. By direction of the President, under the provisions of the
Act of Congress approved 9 July 1918, a Silver Star for gallantry in aetion is
awarded to:

Stalf Sergeant John €. Wall, , United States Army, for action
on 25 February 1968, while a member of Company B, 5th Battalion, 60th
Infantry, 9th Infantry Division. This award is authorized under the provisions
of paragraph 1-13, AR 672-5-1.

IIi__LEGION OF MERIT. By direction of the President, under the provisions
of the Act of Congress approved 20 July 1942, and Executive Order 10600,
15 March 1955, the Legion of Merit (Degree of Officer) for exceptionally
meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding service is awarded to:

Lieutenant General Rudolf Reichenberger, Army of the Federal Republic of
(lermany, 24 September 1975 to 20 December 1976,

Licutenant General Jean Richard, French Army, Deceraber 1074 to
February 1978.
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1V__SOLBIER'S MEDAL. By direction of the President, under the provisions
of the Act of Congress approved 2 July 1926, s Soldier’s Medal for heroism not
involving actual conflict with an enemy is awarded to: '

Major Jokn C. Britcher, , Chaplain, United States Army, for
heroism on 7 November 1975, while a member of Headquarters and Head-
quarters Company, 46th Support Group. This award is authorized wader the
provisions of paragraph 1~13, AR 672-5-1.

Firet Lieutenant Willigm T. Brown, , Transportation Corps,
United States Army, for heroism on 25 February 1977, while a member of
Headquarters and Headquarters Compsny, 24th Transportation Battalion
{Terminal).

Specialist Four Daniel Chuzas, , United States Army, for
heroism on 24 June 1977, while a member of the 73d Military Intelligence
Company {Aerial Surveillance), Federal Republic of Germany.

Staff Sergeant Melvin J. Floyd, , United States Army, for
heroism on 24 June 1977, while a member of the 73d Military Intelligence
Company (Aerial Surveillance).

Specialist Four Kevin P. Isler, , United States Army, for
heroism on 22 February 1977, while a member of the 502d Military Police
Company, 2d Armored Division.

Staff Sergeant John D. Lohmeyer, , United Btates Army, for
heroism on 10 February 1977, while & member of the Combat Support Com-
pany, lst Battalion, 52d Infantry.

Sergeant First Class Michael 8. Lekopites, , United States
Army, for heroism on 1 August 1977, while a member of the US Army Charlotte
Distriet Recruiting Command.

Sergeant Walter E. Livingsion, , United States Army, for
heroism on 24 June 1977, while a member of the 73d Military Intelligence
Company (Aerial Surveillance).

Sergeant Iilward R. Mathews, Jr., , United States Avmy, for
heroism on 24 June 1977, while a member of the 73d Military Intelligence
Company (Acrial Surveillance).

Specialist Four James D. Mousseau, , United States Army, for
heroism on 24 June 1977, while a member of the 73d Military Intelligence Com-
pany (Aerial Surveillance).

Specialist Four Cary W. Parler, , United States Army, for
heroism on 15 November 1976, while 8 member of the United States Army
Infantry Center.

Staff Sergeant Rodert L. Pinksion, , United States Army, for
heroism on 24 June 1877, while a member of the 73d Military Intelligence
Company (Aerial Surveillance).

Sergeant Guy C. Pope, , United States Army, for heroism on
98 Qctober 1976, while a member of the Headquarters Battery, 1st Battalion,
2d Armored Division.

Captain Henry O. Ruth, . Armor, United States Army, for
heroism on 26 January 1977, while & member of the C Company, 1st Battalion
(M), 17th Infantry Division.

Sergeant Donald B. Tillar, , United States Army, for herolsm
on 24 June 1977, while a member of the 73d Military Intelligence Company
(Aerial Surveillance).
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Staff Sergeant Wesley 4. Tilion, , United States Army, for
heroism on 3 February 1977, while a member of the United States Lios Angeles
District Recruiting Command.

Sergeant First Class Edmund Valdes, ; United States Army,
for heroism on 24 June 1977, while a member of the 73d Military Intelligence
Company.

Sergeant Michael T. True, , United States Army, for heroism
on 27 February 1977, while 2 member of the 55th Military Police Company.

Sergeant First Class Williom A. Whiteman, , United States
Army, for heroism on 21 November 1977, while & member of the North Atlantie
Treaty Organization School {Supreme Headquarters Allied Powers Europe).

Sergeant First Class Craig 4. Wisjewski, , United States

Army, for heroism on 28 October 1976, while a member of the 502d Adjutant
General Company, 2d Armored Division. '
V..BRONZE STAR MEDAL. By direction of the President, under the pro-
visions of Executive Order 11046, 24 August 1962, a Bronze Star Medal (First
Qak Leal Cluster) with “V” Device for heroism in connection with military
operations against hostile forces is awarded posthumously to:

First Lieutenant Donald P. Caldwell, , Infantry, United
States Army, for heroism on 18 August 1968, while 2 member of Company D,
9d Battalion, 27th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division, Vietnam. This award is
authorized under the provisions of paragraph 1-13, AR 672-5-1.
VI._BRONZE STAR MEDAL. 1. By direction of the President, under the
provisions of Executive Order 11046, 24 August 1962, o Bronze Star Medal
with “V?” Device for heroism in conuection with military operations against
hostile forces is awarded to:

Staff Sergeant Everett E. Chappelear, (then Specialist Four),
United States Army, for heroism on 18 August 1968, while a member of Com-
pany D, 2d Battalion, 27th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division, Vietnam. This
award is authorized under the provisions of paragraph 1-13, AR 672-5-1.

2. By direction of the President, under the provisions of Executive Order
11046, 24 August 1962, & Bronze Star Medal (First. Oak Leaf Cluster) with wyr
Device for heroism in connection with military operations against hostile
forces is awarded to:

Sergeant Arlic E. ‘#riffus, , United States Army, for heroism
on 18 August 1968, while 2 member of Company D, 2d Battalion, 27th In-
fantry, 25th Infantry Division, Vietnam. This award is authorized under the
provisions of paragraph 1-13, AR 672-5-1.

Specialist Four Benjamin E. Romere, , (then Private First
Class), United States Army, for heroism on 18 August 1968, while a member
of Company D, 2d Battalion, 27th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division, Vietnam,
This award is authorized under the provisions of paragraph 1-13, AR 672-5-1.
VII._ARMY COMBMENDATION MEDAL. By direction of the Secretary of
the Army, under the provisions of paragraph 2-18, AR 672-5-1, the Army
Commendation Medal for meritorious service is awarded fo:

Captain Feliz A. Adam, Venezuelan Army, August 1975 to September
1977,

Lieutenant Colonel Cesar A. Pomares Cruz. Army of the Dominican
Republic, 8 January 1976 to 7 July 1977.
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Lieutenant Colonel Farouk Yanine Diaz, Army of Colombia, 25 December
1975 to 30 June 1977.

Master Sergeant Joern-Uwe Steltner, Air Force of the Federal Republic
of Germany, 5 June 1975 to 31 October 1977.

Major Joannis Triantafyllos, Hellenic Army, September 1973 to September

1977.
Major Carlos Osear Wartjes, , Marine Corps, Navy of Argentina,
July 1975 to August 1977.
VIII._BRONZE STAR MEDAL. So much of Section IV, paragraph 1, General
Orders Number 28, 1974, Department of the Army, Washington, DC, as
pertains to award of the Bronze Star Medal with “V” Device to Staff Sergeant
Julius Maynard, , United States Army, for action on 24 August
1962, as reads: “Bronze Star Medal with “V* Device for action on 24 August
1962” is amended to read: “Bronze Star Medal (First Oak Leaf Cluster)
with “V”’ Device for action on 15 August 1971.”
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Major CONUS Commands

HQ, US Army Forces Command._ _ . . Ft McPherson, GA 30330

HQ, US Army Training and Doctrine Command Ft Monroe, VA 23651

HQ, US Army Materiel Development and Readiness Comman 5001 Eisenhower Ave., Alexandria, VA 22333
HQ, TS Army Communications Command. ... ... Ft Huachuea, AZ 85613

HQ, Military Traffic Management Command__ 5611 Columbia Pike, Falls Church, VA 22041
HQ, US Army Intelligence and Seeurity Command Arlington Hall Station, Arlington, VA 22212
HQ, US Army Military District of Washington___._____ Tt MceNair, WASH, DC 20319

HQ, US Army Criminal Investigation Command. _.__________________ 5600 Columbia Pike, Falls Church, VA 22041

Major Overseas Command

HQ, US Army, Europe___________ . . ——en-= APO New York 09403
IX Corps/United States Army Japan__ - oo APO San Franeisco 96343
HQ, Eighth US Army oo APO San Francisco 96301
The Army Staff
Office of The Chief of Staff (DACS) - e WASH, DC 20310
Deputy Chief of Staff for Personnel (DAPE) __ . .. Do.
Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations and Plans (DAMO) . Do.
Deputy Chief of Staff for Logistics (DCSLOG) - - oo cemceae s — Do.
Deputy Chief of Star? for Research, Development and Acquisition_.____ Do.
Comptroller of the Army (DACA) .. Do.
Chief, Army Reserve (DAAR)._____.____.. Do.
Chief, National Guard Bureau (NGB)_._____ Do.
Assistant Chief of Staff for Intelligence (DAMI). Do.
Chief of Chaplains (DACH) - oo Do.
Chief of Information (CINTO) e Do.
The Inspector General and Auditor General (DAIG) Do.
The Judge Advocate General (DAJA) ... .. Do.
The Surreon General (DASG) - e Do.
Chief of Engineers (DABEN) . o WASH, DC 20314
Miscellaneocus
The Army Library . e WASH, DC 20314
The Institute of Heraldry, US Army - . .- Cameron Station, Alexandria, VA 22314
Center of Military History, USA___ e Forrestal Bldg, WASIH, DC 20314
US Army Enlisted Record Center_ - aoe e Ft Benjamin Harrison, IN 46249
US Army Reserve Components Personnel and Administration Center... 9700 Page Blvd, 8t Louis, MO 63132
US Army Military Personnel Center, ATTN: DAPC-PSR-Ruecuoeoenn 200 Stovall Street, Alexandria, VA 22332
US Army Military Personnel Center, ATTN: DAPC-MSS-AB___._____ Do.

| DAPC-MSS-AB]
By Order of the Secretary of the Army:

BERNARD W. ROGERS
General, United States Army
Official: Chief of Staf
J. C. PENNINGTON
Brigadier General, United States Army
The Adjutant General

DISTRIBUTION:
To be distributed in accordance with speeial distribution list for DA
Greneral Orders, dated 21 February 1978.
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